Key Process Steps in Bed and Mattress Purchases

The following key process steps may help you if your facility has, or needs to develop, policies addressing bed system* purchasing or mattress replacement.  

Key process steps in purchasing bed systems*:

1. Determine who (person or committee) is responsible for purchasing new bed systems at your facility.  As a patient safety manager, you can advise the responsible party:

2. When considering purchasing beds, review written documentation from the bed company for compliance with FDA Dimensional Guidelines to Reduce Entrapment for Zones 1-4. Guidelines can be found at:
http://www.fda.gov/MedicalDevices/ProductsandMedicalProcedures/GeneralHospitalDevicesandSupplies/HospitalBeds/ucm123673.htm
3. If written documentation does not address these criteria, ask the sales representative if the bed/mattress meets the dimensional criteria. Also ask what other mattress selections possible with that bed frame meet the dimensional criteria.

4. Only trial bed/mattress combinations that meet the dimensional criteria.

5. Once the bed system is in your facility for trial, verify dimensional criteria using the B4000 Bed System Measurement Device.  Their web site: http://www.nst-usa.com/.
6. When the order is placed, verify make and model of both bed frame and mattress, and ask purchasing to include a criterion that the bed system ordered meets the FDA Dimensional Criteria for Zones 1-4.

Key process steps in purchasing replacement mattresses

Determine who (person or committee) is responsible for mattress replacement at your facility.  As a patient safety manager, you can advise the responsible party to:

1.  Call bed company and ask for mattress replacement options that meet your criteria for mattresses (e.g. foam versus air, construction materials, pressure relief capabilities).

2. Ask the mattress company if the mattress will meet the FDA Dimensional Guidelines for Entrapment for Zones 1-4, for each type of bed frame that you have (refer to your Hospital Bed System Inventory).

· Before purchasing, verify dimensional criteria by getting a sample mattress and testing it on the bed frame using the B4000 Bed System Measurement Device.
3. Make sure the responsible party(s) is communicating with all stakeholders in the process, e.g. purchasing, engineering, so that they understand the need to insure that bed and mattress combinations do not introduce entrapment risk

* A bed system encompasses the bed frame and its components, including the mattress, bed side rails, head and foot board, and any accessories added to the bed. Hospital Bed System Dimensional and Assessment Guidance to Reduce Entrapment: Guidance for Industry and FDA Staff (2006). Found at http://www.fda.gov/MedicalDevices/ProductsandMedicalProcedures/GeneralHospitalDevicesandSupplies/HospitalBeds/ucm123673.htm
.
