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Citizenship 

US Citizen 

Education 

Medical School, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia. 1981-1987 

Postgraduate Training 

Fellowship in Geriatric Medicine, Department of Geriatrics and Adult Development, Mount Sinai 
Medical Center, New York, NY, PGY 4-5, 1992-1994 

Lenox Hill Hospital, New York, NY, Internal Medicine Residency, PGY-3. 1991-1992 

Nassau County Medical Center, East Meadow, NY, Internal Medicine Residency PGY 1-2, 1989-1991 

Diplomat of American Board oflnternal Medicine (re-certified in 2002 and 2012), 1992-2022 

Certificate of Added Qualifications in Geriatrics (re-certified in 2004 and 2014), 1994-2024 

Certified Medical Director (CMD) for long term care by the American Board of Post-Acute and Long
Term Care Medicine, recertified in 2005, 2013 and 2019, 1999-2025 

Awards, Honors, Honorary Society Memberships 

National Falls Advocate awarded at 11th Annual Transforming Fall Prevention Practices Conference, 
Clearwater Beach, FL, 2010 

Health Care Hero Finalist, Tampa Bay Business Journal 2006 

Appointments 

Associate Chief of Staff for Geriatrics, Extended and Palliative Care, James A. Haley (JAH)V A Hospital, 
Tampa, FL, 2017-present 



Director, Veterans Integrated Services Network (VISN) 8 Patient Safety Center oflnquiry (PSCI), JAH 
VA Hospital ( competitively re-funded for FY 2010-11, 2012, 20 I 3-14, 2015, 2016-18, 2019-21 ), 
2008-present 

Affiliate Investigator, Health Services Research and Development (HSR&D) Center of Innovation on 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research (CINDRR), Tampa and Gainesville VAMC, FL, 2015-2019 

Core Investigator, VA HSR&D/RR&D Center of Excellence, "Maximizing Rehabilitation Outcomes", 
JAHVA, Tampa, FL, 2012-2014 

Associate Professor, Department oflntemal Medicine, Division of Geriatrics, University of South Florida 
(USF) Morsani College of Medicine, Tampa, FL, 2008-present 

Associate Director, VISN 8 PSCI, JAH VA, Tampa, FL, 2007-2008 

Co-Director, Jnterprofessional Fellowship in Patient Safety, VISN 8 PSCI and JAH VA, Tampa, FL, 
2006-present 

Medical Director; Falls Clinical Team, VISN 8 PSCI, JAH VA Hospital, Tampa, FL, 2001-2016 

Assistant Professor, Department oflntemal Medicine, Division of Geriatrics, USF College of Medicine, 
Tampa, FL, 1998-2008 

Attending Physician, Nursing Home Care Unit, Long-term Care and Dementia Units, Geriatric Medical 
Clinic, JAH VA Hospital, Tampa, FL, 1998-2001 

Chief, Geriatrics Evaluation & Management Unit (GEM), Bronx Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
Bronx, NY, 1996-1998 

Chief Physician, Home Based Primary Care and Attending Physician, Geriatric Medical Clinic, Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center, Bronx, NY, 1995-1998 

Assistant Professor, Department of Geriatrics and Adult Development, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 
New York, NY, 1995-1998 

Geriatric Fellowship Program Site Coordinator, Bronx Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Bronx, NY, 
1994-1998 

Attending Geriatrician, Nursing Home Care Unit, Bronx Veterans Affairs Medical center, Bronx, NY, 
1994-1996 

Associate, Department of Geriatrics and Adult Development, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, New 
York, NY, 1993-1994 

Teaching, Lecture 

Speaker for yearly USF Internal Medicine Residents (at TGH and JAHVA), Noon Lecture Series for 
geriatric topics, 1998-2019 

Speaker for Geriatric Grand Rounds at JAHV A, 1998-2011 

Faculty, USF Geriatric Medicine Fellowship Program (5 fellows/year), 2017-present 



Faculty, Palliative Care didactics for USF Hospice and Palliative Care Fellows on JAH VA rotation, 
2010-2017 

Guest faculty for USF graduate course in Patient Safety, Course Directors: Ors. Fabri, Wolfson and 

Zayas, 1998-present 

Teaching, Supervisory 

Supervised Interprofessional Patient Safety Fellows: 

Viam1a Broderick, MD and Robert Ruiz, MD, 2019-2020 

Natasha Harrison, M.D. and Kandyce Baillou-Cox, PharrnD, 2018-2019 

Cody Balance, PharmD and Julie Lefler, MD, 2017-2018 

Courtney, Jones, MHA, 2016-2017 

Latricia Allen, DPM, Bradley Trainor, PhD. 2015-2016 

Anna Ialynytchev, Ph.D., Chanedra Mells, MPH, BS, 2014-2015 

Allyson Duffy, Ph.D., Paul D. Desh, MD, MBA, and Zahra D. Ashkezari, MD, 2013-2014 

Rose Rhoades, MHA, and Eugene Golding, MD, 2012-2013 

Shaista Mohammed, MHA, Tanzia Stagg, MD and Bavna Vyas, MD. 2011-2012 

Melville D. Bradley, MD and Mary Elizabeth Bowen, PhD, 2009-20 I 0 

Mary Cooper, MHA, 2008-2009 

Lee Barks, Ph.D. and Christine Olney, RN, PhD, 2007-2008 

Lectures by Invitation 

VISN 8 CLC Conference, Fall injury prevention in long term care, 2019 

GRECC Mini Residency on Falls, 2018 

GRECC Mini residency on Falls for Primary Care providers, 2015 

Clinical Activities or Innovations 

Evaluation of best practices in fall injury prevention in VHA, 2019-2021 

Assisted falls in VHA, 2019-2021 

Post fall assessment virtual simulation training, 2019-2021 

Evaluation of injury prevention practices related to sling and transfer device utilization, 2019-2021 

State Veterans Homes Falls Collaborative (faculty, 34 SVHs nationwide), 2016-2017 

SPHM/Falls Conference with Falls track, 2015-2019 

Standardizing Fall Risk Assessment for Home Based Primary Care (HBPC) (7 VISN 8 sites+ 

nationwide), 2016-2018 



Novel Compliant Flooring for Fall Injury Prevention, 2016-2018 

Safe Patient Handling and Mobility (SPHM) Technologies in Rehabilitation to Improve Patient Mobility 

and Function, 2016-2018 

CDC/STEAD! (Stopping Elderly Accidents, Deaths and Injuries) Toolkit Modification for VA PACTs 

(pilot), 2015 

Update of the VA NCPS Falls Toolkit (2013-14), available to VHA and general public at the NCPS 

website, 2013-2014 

Customized fall injury prevention program for VA med-surg units in VISN 8 sites, 2013-2014 

Advancing typology of falls, 2013-2014 

VA NCPS Breakthrough Series on Falls, Faculty (92 VHA facilities), 2012-2013 

Biomechanical determination of safe footwear for institutional patients, 2012 

VA Live Falls collaborative-a series of 8 webinars, 2012-2013 

Conference on Transforming Falls Practices, 2012 

Social Marketing to Support Fall Prevention in Inpatient Psychiatry Units, 2010-2011 

Fall Prevention Program Customized for Inpatient Psychiatry, 2010-2011 

Unit Peer Leader Program for Falls in Psychiatry Units, 2010-2011 

Customization of Hip protectors/floor mats/low beds in psychiatric settings, 2010-2011 

Safe Patient Handoffs for Patients at Risk for Falls in Psychiatry, 2008-2009 

Lab Testing of Wandering Technologies (for tracking and monitoring), 2008-2011 

Staff Educational Toolkit on Wandering for Community Living Centers, 2008-2009 

VISN 8 Rollout of Safe Return Project for Wanderers, 2008-2010 

SPH Equipment Redesign for Safe Use on Psychiatry Units, 2008-20 I 0 

Hip Protector Toolkit. 2007 

Technology Resource Guide: Bedside Floor Mats, 2007 

Guidelines for Selection and Use of Bedside Floor Mats, 2006-2008 

Patient Education Video, "Osteoporosis in Men", 2009-20 l 0 

Patient Education Brochure, "Anticoagulation: Preventing Injurious Falls", 2006-2009 

Web-based Technology Resource Guide for Low Beds, 2005-2008 

Multifaceted Program to Reduce Risk for Fall Injury in Acute Care, 2006 

Fall Resource Nurses for Improving Safety and Quality of Care in CLCs, 2005-2006 

Medication management algorithms to reduce fall risk in the elderly, 2004-2007 

Breakthrough Series on Patient Falls. Consultant and Content Expert. This translational research project 

applied the IHI Model in assisting 40 VAMCs in implementing evidence-based practice for fall 

prevention and management, 2004-2005 



VA National Falls Toolkit- participated in development in collaboration with VA National Center for 

Patient Safety, Ann Arbor, MI, 2004-2005 

Organizing committee member and faculty for Evidence Based Conference on Transforming Fall 

Practices, 2001-2010 

SPHM/Falls conference with Falls track. 2015-2010 

FL Medical License, ME 79317, 1998-present 

Scholarly Activity 

Current Grants 

Agency: VA/National Center for Patient Safety (NCPS) 
1.0.# :NIA 
Title: "Preventing Adverse Events Associated with Mobility and Immobility". 
P.1: Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort, 25% 
Direct costs per year: $296,000 
Total costs for project period: $890,000 
Project period: 10-2018-912021 

Past Grants 

Agency: V A/NCPS 
LO.# NIA 
Title "Preventing Adverse Evens Associated with Mobility" 
P.I.:Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 50% 
Total costs for project period: $866,000 
Project period: 2016-2018 

Agency:VA/NCPS 
1.0.# NIA 
Title: "Preventing Adverse Events Associated with Mobility" 
P.I.: Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 50% 
Total costs for project period, $300,000 
Project period: 20 I 5 

Agency: V A/NCPS 
1.0.# NIA 
Title: "Preventing Adverse Evens Associated with Mobility" 
P.l.: Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 50% 



Total costs for project period: $600,000 
Project period: 2013-2014 

Agency: VA/NCPS 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Preventing Adverse Evens Associated with Mobility" 
P.I.: Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 50% 
Total costs for project period: $350,000 
Project period: 2012 

Agency: V A/NCPS 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Preventing Adverse Evens Associated with Mobility" 
P.l.: Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 50% 
Total costs for project period: $640,000 
Project period: 2010-2011 

Agency: VA/NCPS 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Standbar to improve Safety and Independence in Power Wheelchair Users" 
P.I.: S. Phillips, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: l 0% 
Total costs for project period: time donated 
Project period: 2016-2018 

Agency: V A/NCPS 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Early trajectory of wandering (Study Extension)" 
P .I.: Tatjana Bulat, M.D., 
Percent effort: l 0% 
Total costs for project period: time donated 
Project period: 2016-2018 

Agency: V A/NCPS 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Evaluation of Protective Properties of Commercially Available Medical Helmets" 
P.l.: M. Peterson, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 15% 
Total costs for project period: time donated 
Project period: 2015 



Agency: VA Boston PSCI/NCPS 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Integration of Falls Data from Multiple VA Sources into The Guiding Patient Safety (GPS) Data 
Display" 
P.I.: A. Rosen, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 5% 
Total costs for project period: time donated 
Project period: 2015 

Agency: VHA RR&D 
I.D.#NIA 
Title: "Active and Passive Gait Perturbations" 
P.l.: B. Schultz, Ph.D./M. Peterson, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 1 0% 
Total costs for project period: $826,200 
Project period: 2012-2015 

Agency: V A/NCPS 
l.D.# NIA 
Title: "Text Extraction Protocol from CPRS for falls and fall related injuries" 
P.I.: D. Finch, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort:5% 
Total costs for project period: time donated 
Project period: 2012-2014 

Agency: VHAIRR&D 
l.D.#NIA 
Title: "Adaptivity and Ability oflntemal Mechanisms for Fall Aversion". 
P.l.: B. Schultz, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 10% 
Total costs for project period: $154,000 
Project period: 2009-2012 

Agency: V A/NCPS 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Feasibility and Safety testing of Enclosed walkers" 
P.1.: D. Gavin, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 5% 
Total costs for project period: time donated 
Project period: 2012 

Agency: Draper Labs, Inc. 
l.D.#NIA 



Title: "Vibrotactile Tilt Belt and Gait/Balance Outcomes in Veterans at Risk for Falls: A Pilot Study". 
P.I Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 1 0% 
Total costs for project period: $28,000 
Project period: 2012 

Agency: V A/RR&D & V A/NCPS 
I.D.#N/A 
Title: "Characterizing Wheelchair-Related Falls in Elderly Veterans 
P.I. Nelson, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 10% 
Total costs for project period: $890,400 
Project period: RR&D, 2008-2012 and VA/NCPS, 2015 

Agency: VHA/HSRD 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Early trajectory of wandering". 
P.I.: S. Luther, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: l 0% 
Total costs for project period: $723,100 
Project period: 2008-2012 

Agency: VHA/RR&D 
J.D.# NIA 
Title: "Pilot Study: Gait and Balance Patterns among Polytrauma Soldiers with known Traumatic Brain 
TB!): Descriptive analysis". 
P.l.:P. Quigley, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 1 0% 
Total costs for project period: $20,000 
Project period: 2006 

Agency: VA/Rehabilitation Research and Development (RR&D) 
I.D.#N/A 
Title: "Exercise intervention to improve outcomes in Osteoarthritis" 
P.I.: Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 20% 
Total costs for project period: $95,000 
Project period: 2008 

Agency: V A/RR&D 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Slip and Trip Assessment and Training in Older Veterans At-Risk for Falls: A Pilot Study" 
P.I.: B. Schultz, Ph.D., Co-lnvestigator/CDA Mentor 



Percent effort: I 0% 
Total costs for project period: $300,000 
Project period 2007-2012 

Agency: VA/NCPS 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Veterans' Functional Balance Outcomes" 
P.I.: P. Quigley, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: I 0% 
Total costs for project period: $300,000 
Project period: 2001-2004 

Agency: V AIHSR&D 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Predicting serious injurious falls in nursing homes". 
P.I.: Powell-Cope, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 15% 
Total costs for project period: $211,500 
Project period: 2007-2010 

Agency: V AIRR&D 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "Effect of age, gender and step length on biomechanics of Stepping" 
P.l.: B. Schultz, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 15% 
Total costs for project period: $154,950 
Project period: 2011-2014 

Agency: V AIRR&D 
1.D.# NIA 
Title: "Effect of type of exercise on gait and balance in Peripheral Neuropathy" 
P.I.: P. Quigley, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 15 % 
Total costs for project period: $607,000 
Project period: 2006-2009 

Agency: V AIHSR&D 
I.D.# NIA 
Title: "VISNIHSR&D implementation collaborative: Innovations to implement evidence-based clinical 
practice-a hip protector program to increase use in Primary care". 
P.l.: Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 20% 



Total costs for project period: $50,000 
Project period: 2006 

Agency: PSCI/V A NCPS 
I.D.#N/A 
Title: "Hip protector durability Phase I and Phase II" 
P.I.: Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 20% 
Total costs for project period: $138,000 
Project period: 2004-2005 

Agency: V A/VISN 8 PSCI 
I.D.#N/A 
Title: "Barriers and facilitators to hip protector use" 
P.I.: Tatjana Bulat, M.D. 
Percent effort: 20% 
Total costs for project period: time donated 
Project period: 2005 

Agency: V A/RR&D 
1.D.# NIA 
Title: "Design of an assistive product for maximizing bed safety" 
P.I.: P. Malassigne, Ph.D., Co-Investigator 
Percent effort: 1 0% 
Total costs for project period: $167,000 
Project period: 2004 
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